
Overcoming Counterfeit Trademarks in Batam As A Border Area In 

Order To Handle Priority Watch List 

By  

Rr.Aline Gratika Nugrahani 

Faculty of Law Trisakti University 

alinegratika@yahoo.co.id 

 

 

Abstract  

 

Due to numerous of counterfeit trademarks in domestic market,  Indonesia 

received strong reprimands from other countries, especially, United States 

Of America (USA).  By the reason, USA put Indonesia on Priority Watch 

List status. It has been more than 17 years. This status indicates how bad a 

country is in protecting Intellectual Property Rights on brand infringement. 

Under the provisions of 301, Indonesia, as a country with Priority Watch 

List status, may be subject to suspension or decrease of Generalized System 

of Preferences (GSP). Counterfeit trademarks  come from within and outside 

the country Indonesia in various ways. One of them is through border areas 

such as Batam, either through expeditions or taken directly by passengers of 

various modes of transportation. By the method, counterfeit trademarks 

should be prevented by empowering the inspection process on custom 

protection, as it is done during drug checks on passengers at ports or airports 

by customs officials. However, the authority of customs officials to prevent 

and retain goods allegedly infringing intellectual property rights is limited 

by Article 63 of Law No.17 of 2006 on Customs, exclusion of suspension 

of goods allegedly infringing Intellectual Property Rights does  which are 

carried by passengers, crew of airlines, border crossers or postal mail or 

merchant services. Preventing distribution of counterfeit Trademarks 

through Batam will be optimal, if the customs officers free to take any action 

against anyone in order to prevent the entrance of counterfeit trademarks in 

Batam or other areas of Indonesia, as an effort to avoid Priority Watch List 

status. Counterfeit trademarks has been discussed in intellectual property 

rights law. Waltmire (2009), Davis (2011), Sugiatno (2017) some of 

scholars wrote on counterfeit  goods or trademarks and custom 

empowerment. The purpose of this research is to know and describe how 

important point of entry such Batam in combating counterfeit Trademarks. 

This research is accomplished by normative method. The significance of the 

research is to describe how Indonesia overcome the circulation of 

counterfeit trademarks. The result that Batam is an important entry point to 

Indonesia to overcome the counterfeit trademarks. Indonesia should put the 

concern on empowering the customs to prevent the entrance of counterfeit 

Trademarks. 
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